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premises of a democratic civilization, acquired for
the first time in Rousseau's teaching a coercive
power over the thought of a whole nation. Con-
sciously or unconsciously everyone in politics used
his language and debated his ideas. His thoughts,
his catchwords, his sentiment, permeated the atmos-
phere ; and so far as the creation of the Republic
can be referred to any one intellectual influence, it
may be traced to the mind of the shiftless, brilliant
and corrupt adventurer who had carefully explained
that the Republican form of government is only
perfectly adapted to a small State.